A Year of Falmouth Birds

A look at local birds throughout the year!




Many thanks to the Quissett Harbor Preservtion
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CRAIG GIBSON

astin F ‘ . busy feeding their
yers mmon tern is seen all along the coast in Falmouth in late summer. They are
;o‘h:ncgoand preparing for southern migration. This medium-sized tern has gray upperparts, pale gray

sgate :
e had rts, black cap and nape, black-tipped red bill, and red feet. They dive for small fish in both
taller :ax}g:?da fresh water. This common tern was recently seen in flight over Buzzards Bay. Go to www.

swim- | L shbirds.com for more information.
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' 'Wlld grapes ripen. You often can smell the spicy, grapey fragrance befofe you spot them. Look for Catbffd§, 25
Cardinals and Robins feeding on grapes and other wild fruits.

Red hues dominate the wet woods and pond edges as Tupelo and Red Maple reach their peak of color ahead
of the golden or russet oaks and hickories.

Terns have mostly left Falmouth by late summer, though a few return from their gatherings on the Lower Cape
to fish. Now they leave the Cape entirely, not to return until April.

Green Darner dragonflies migrate through our area in late summer and can often be seen flying low above
grasslands, especially near water.

Monarch butterflies are common in gardens and on blooming
asters as they pass though on their way south. These are the
children and grandchildren of the ones we saw in June.

Acorns and hickory nuts ripen; squittels collect them and store
them for winter, often by burying them in the soil. Those that
are forgotten may sprout next year, starting new trees.

Salt marshes turn golden as the grasses set seed and begin to die.

Flocks of Goldfinches feed on the seeds of Birch trees and tall
seed-bearing plants like Evening Primrose in unmowed

meadows.
Greater Yellowlegs. Photo by Craig Gibson
Calendar by Beth Schwarzman *T'rail maps at \V\V\V.3OOCOlllmittCC.Otg
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~ Birds: Diversity of Forms
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 Birds: The One Thing
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- What Do Birds Indicate?







Northward Expansion of Blue Grosbeaks into Massachusetts

Christopher Neill

/

Male Blue Grosbeak at the Crane Wildlife Management Area, June 3, 2077. Pho{ogr.'*. by Craig Gibson.

On July 18, 2017 Nate Marchessault and | found and photographed the nest of a Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea)
with four large young at the Frances Crane Wildiife Management Area (WMA) in Falmouth, Massachusetts. Five days
later, Nate and Alan Kneidel photographed a fledged bird in the shrub-filled kettle hole near the nest. These
observations for the first time documented successful breeding of Blue Grosbeaks in Massachusetts (Marchessault
2017).

Successful breeding by Blue Grosbeaks in Massachusetts is not by itself surprising. A nesting attempt was documented
in 2016 at the Cumberland Farms Important Bird Area in the towns of Middleborough and Halifax. Also, Blue Grosbeak
is one of a growing list of bird species with southerly distributions that are expanding northward in the eastern U.S.,
including into Massachusetts. The accompanying photo shows a Blue Grosbeak at the Crane WMA in the summer of
2017.

What is important, however, was that the 2017 successful nesting occurred at a site that the Massachusetts Division of

Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) actively manages for sandplain grassland and shrubland habitat. The successful Blue

Grosbeak nest was in the middle of a 48-acre area that DFW cleared in 2014 to expand grassiand habitat. DFW cleared e S e 2
an additional 148 acres in 2015, and the Crane WMA now contains about 400 acres of unfragmented grassland habitat

(Buelow 2017).
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